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Since 2003, Merrimack College's Lawrence Math and
Science Partnership has been assisting up to 180 middle
school youdis annually with after-school academic enrichment
activities in math and science. The partnership pairs the
college's service learning undergraduates with middle school
students for 20 weeks during the academic year. Two-hour
weekly classes are held after school at six different community'
agencies in Lawrence, such as the Blessed Stephen Bellesini,
O.S.A. Academy.
Two years ago, the United Way of Massachusetts Bay
and Merrimack Valley's (UWMBMV) Math, Science and
Technology initiative (MSTi) began as a collaboration
between UWMBMV and leaders in biotechnology' and other
science-driven industries. Leveraging a unique and powerful
asset - high quality after-school programming - the mission of
MSTi is to increase awareness of math, science and technology-
related career options among young people, with the goal
of building a long-term pipeline of qualified workers to
support the continued growth and prosperity of the
Massachusetts economy.
Through a competitive grant application proce,ss,
Merrimack College was awarded two years of support for the
Partnership. The objectives of the Lawrence Math and Science
Partnership and the MSTi coincide exactly: to excite young
people about math, science and technology; to help them to
learn and practice the habits of logical thinking; to increase
their knowledge of the scientific method; and to experience
math, science and technology as ftm.
"It is our collective responsibility- especially in a region
where science is a driving economic force- to show young
people that scientific careers are realistic options," said Diane
Franz '70, senior director for community impact at United
Way of Massachu.setts Bay and Merrimack Valley. "Merrimack
College, with its efforts to expand scientific literacy and
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Goya Foods sponsored a
"Fiesta Night" on campus
for the College's Accept
the Challenge, a program
unique to Merrimack
which helps Lawrence






generosity of Robert '77
and Muriel '78 Unanue.
Robert is the president
of Goya Foods.
Pictured here: fleft to rightstanding) RobertRoetger, institutional advancement at Merrimack; Fred Quivey, administration and
finance at Merrimack; Rev. George Morgan, O.S.A., alumni relations at Merrimack; Scott Gage, diversity education at
Merrimack; Diana Perez, diversity education at Merrimack; Kenya Nova, Goya Foods; Silvio Perez, Goya Foods;Joseph Kelley,
institutional advancement at Merrimack; Harry Wessel, facultyat Merrimack; and his son. Front row (leftto right) graduates of
the ATC program: Karina Polanco, Yanil Rojas, and Luilly Vasquez. Photo byBob Maguire
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